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Staying Safe at the Concordia Ballroom
Get vaccinated!
Don’t attend if you’re not feeling well, have tested positive, or
been exposed to someone with COVID in the last 7 days.
A mask will protect yourself and lower your risk of infecting
others.

Click here to sign up to volunteer at upcoming events
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Upcoming Events at the Concordia
Ballroom

Ballroom Mélange
Recorded Music
RESCHEDULED TO MARCH 4, 2022
(Originally scheduled for January 21, 2022; postponed due to high COVID
cases in La Crosse County)
Sponsored by the Continental Dancers
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Gary & the Ridgeland Dutchmen
January 23, 2022, 1-5 pm
Tickets $10 at the door
Kick up your heels to the great sounds of polka music, including Dutch,
German, Czech, Polish, and Slovenian style along with a variety of
country, big band, swing, and 50's and 60's music. Gary Brueggen is
polka royalty, descended from three generations of polka musicians
hailing from Cashton, WI. The Ridgeland Dutchmen band has toured the
U.S. and elsewhere, snagging recognition as "Band of the Year" by the
Wisconsin Polka Music Hall of Fame in 2003 and 2008. Gary’s talent has
also been recognized by the World Concertina Congress Hall of Fame and
the International Polka Music Hall of Fame.
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George's Concertina Band
January 30, 2022, 1-5 pm
Tickets $10 at the door
George Palma, concertina player and band leader, was influenced by
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=6e97ac988a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1722329031864389739&simpl=msg-f%3A172232903…
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some of the great concertina musicians, including Jerry Schueft, Ernie
Coopman, Jerry Minar and Elmer Schied. The band plays a wide variety
of dances, including polka, waltz, modern, classic country and
schottische and has multiple recordings.

Rhythm Playboys
February 6, 2022, 1-5 pm
Tickets $10 at the door
The Rhythm Playboys have been playing together for more than 60 years
and they still generate energy and excitement everywhere they perform.
The band includes Ryan Herman on accordion, Denny Marion on lead
guitar and pedal steel guitar, Jerry Dahl on rhythm guitar, Larry Janke on
bass, and Jeff Langen on drums. This energetic group performs a variety
of dance music from old time polkas and waltzes, to traditional country
and bluegrass numbers, big band, mixer dances, and an occasional
classic rock selection. Expect to hear the sounds of Johnny Cash, Merle
Haggard, Ray Price, George Jones, as well as songs made popular when
old time was king. The Rhythm Playboys received three Wisconsin Polka
Music Awards in 2009. Bring your friends for an afternoon of fun
entertainment!

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=6e97ac988a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1722329031864389739&simpl=msg-f%3A172232903…
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Ray's Jolly Chaps
February 13, 2022, 1-5 pm
Tickets $10 at the door
Ray's Jolly Chaps play German and Polish polka music that will get you
out on the dance floor. Bring your friends for an afternoon of dancing fun.

Jan Arden & Cathy
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=6e97ac988a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1722329031864389739&simpl=msg-f%3A172232903…
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February 18, 2022, 7-10:30 pm
Tickets $10 at the door, $5 students with ID
7 pm cha cha lesson; 8 pm dancing
Singles welcome; no partner required.
Sponsored by the Continental Dancers
These two talented musicians sound like they have a full band back-up,
due to some electronic wizardry. Their music is a mix of pop and country
with a groove that will get you dancing. Jan-Arden handles guitar and
vocals and Cathy is a classically trained pianist. Together they have
performed across the U.S. and Canada; Jan's reputation as a performer
snagged him a place in the South Dakota Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in
2014. The band has loyal fans that turn out wherever they perform; their
music will lift your soul.

Barefoot Becky
February 20, 2022, 1-5 pm
Tickets $10 at the door
Mix three cups of German-style polka music with one cup of Czech music,
and a half-cup each of country, big band, and party favorites, and you've
got a recipe for fun with a band that's really cookin'! That's what you get
when you see a live performance featuring Barefoot Becky & the Ivanhoe
Dutchmen, a group based out of Mount Vernon, Iowa. The band, featuring
Becky Livermore on accordion and vocals, has been performing
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=6e97ac988a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1722329031864389739&simpl=msg-f%3A172232903…
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throughout the United States since 1988. In addition to performing in
ballrooms throughout the US, Barefoot Becky & the Ivanhoe Dutchmen
perform in a wide range of venues including: house parties, nightclubs, in
tents, for town festivals, RV conventions, and parades. In 1996, they
performed for the Smithsonian Institution's Festival of American Folklife
in Washington, D.C.

Brian and the Mississippi Valley Dutchmen
February 27, 2022, 1-5 pm
Tickets $10 at the door
The Brueggen family has spawned at least three popular polka bands.
Brian and the Mississippi Valley Dutchmen descend from this talented
family. Playing German polka, swing, waltz, and country two-step, they
are a band that inspires true German spirit as well as appealing to country
sensibilities. Brian's special skill is playing the concertina, though he
started out playing trumpet at age 6. Brian plays from the heart and has
composed beautiful songs like Kayli's Lullaby that are played by many
other polka bands. In 2012 the band was honored by the Wisconsin Polka
Hall of Fame as Band of the Year. Don't miss this opportunity to dance to
one of the finest polka bands in the Midwest.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=6e97ac988a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1722329031864389739&simpl=msg-f%3A172232903…
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Who runs the Concordia Ballroom? The Board of Directors, elected by the members,
carries the major responsibility for keeping the ballroom running, with the aid of many
wonderful members and volunteers!
President -- Jenny Heth (acting hall manager)
Vice President - (position open, please apply)
Secretary - Kathy Martin (position open, please apply)
Treasurer - Jeff Stevenson
Linda Hilmoe (bar manager)
Dave Ford (bookings and building maintenance)
Tony McKimmy (heating/cooling system)
If you have an interest in sustaining the Concordia Ballroom, become a member and/or
donate. We're a group of people who are keeping this historic hall open for live
community events, both heritage (Sunday Polka Dances) and many other types of
gatherings.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=6e97ac988a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1722329031864389739&simpl=msg-f%3A172232903…
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The Concordia is open for rental for private events.

HISTORIC COMMUNITY HALL FEATURES
Old World charm, updated decor
Capacity is 240 people
Fabulous maple dance floor, 40' X 71'
A full-service bar and large kitchen
Stage and sound system for music or entertainment
Lots of parking, plus handicap ramp

What can you do to support the Concordia?
Become a member! Join us and stay informed by becoming a
member of the Concordia Aid Society. Memberships are $30/yr.
Approval occurs at the following monthly membership meeting.
Send us a membership check or join via our website.
Volunteer! We welcome volunteers, both members and friends.
Because there is a lot to do, we need your help!
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=6e97ac988a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1722329031864389739&simpl=msg-f%3A17223290…
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Become a bartender. Bartending is a great way to meet new people
and enjoy events at the Concordia. Get your license and let’s talk!
Donate! Consider a donation to the Concordia to help maintain the
ballroom. Donate by check or on our website. Memorial donations
are a wonderful way to celebrate a someone’s life, especially
someone who enjoyed dancing or had a special place in their hearts
for the Concordia Ballroom.
Book the Concordia for your upcoming events. We have a large
facility ideal for wedding receptions, anniversaries, reunions,
celebrations of life, and so on. Looking for an elegant space for a
dance party? We have the perfect dance floor!

Donations by check can be sent to the Concordia Aid Society, 1129 La
Crosse Street, La Crosse, WI 54601, or make an online donation via
our website. If you are interested in volunteering, sign up via our
electronic volunteer board. All other inquiries can be made via our
website or call the hall at 608.782.7049.
Click here to receive news and events from the Concordia Ballroom
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